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Paperwork at Middle School ,Continued from Page 1 

paperwork has begun to take a toll 
on the efficiency of the sch<x)l, and 
the classroom teachers. 

A lot nx>re paperwork is re-
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quired now compared to two years 
ago. he said; "Compared to five 
years ago, I probably am doing .SO 
percent more paperwork." 

1 he reason is twafold: House 
Bill 72, that massive piece oMegis-
lalum that forever changed Texas 
education, and new rules from the 
Texas liducalion Agency (TiiA). 

1 he req u i reitx;nt for "docu men-
laiion IS tremendous -- it's hard to 
comprehend," Abel said; "It is at a 
point where you are supposed to 
wiile down and docunH.>nt almost 
anylhin;; you say or do I should 
even be documenting this conver­
sation right now, according to 
TI!A." he said while being inter­
viewed lor this story. 

I h.it comment spurted him to 
say: "I do have soiie doubts about 
ihe le;idcrship being provided al the 
sl.ilc level. I have some qualms 
there and wonder what direction we 
are heading. 

• I Ml concerned about ihe 
icacliers job since every lime we 
hiivc nioie pa|X'rwork ii gels til­
lered down through lo (he teach­
ers."' .Saying ihal dilutes the 
(ciK'her's abiliiy lo leach, he also 
said. "I hope sincerely the legisla 
lure does not pass any more bills on 
p.i|vr rcduciion Ihe lasi one in 
cre.iscd my load by about 10 |x;r-
ceni. .So, it ihcic is anyihing I can 
say lo ihe voters il is: don'l have any 
moie paperwork reduction acts." 

To help with the load, a lot more 
Hems will be compuleri/ed in ihe 
IT.MS sch(H)l office. All word 
prcK essing is being done on an IIJM 
computer. .Scheduling, grade re­
porting and report cards now are 
computerized. 

In t.ilking about the increased 
pj|vrw()rk problem. Abel said the 
scluK)l oltice als. is in need of more 
sp.Ke'm the worst way." It anycme 
h.ix hi."eii III Ihe school olTice in the 

morning, Abel said, and more than 
two people were in here, they 
would understand. However, that 
space is not available this year. 

New looks 
When students return to the 

campus, they won't find much 
changed but ihe\ will find new 
teachers and a tresh new l(K)k in 
areas that have been painted. 

(iuy Ueane, v(Katumal coun­
selor at the high sch(¥>l, has been 
responsible lot about a hall-dozen 
students employed in the summer 
CliTA employment program. They 
have touched up ihe Middle SchiK)l 
lockers and painted in hallways. 
Instê id (il one color, students will 
find two-tone walls in various cor­
ridors Abel said il was not just 
"slappingonp.iini'either. Surfaces 
were scrap|X"d. pro|vrl> primed, 
then painted lo make a more lasting 
surt;Ke. 

IT.MS teacher Kay Sykowski 
was working vMtli the group loo. 
jMoviding some i-dnc.itional tram 
ing. He works wiih the CF.TA stu­
dents to help ihem learn, among 
other things, how to properly appiv 
tor a job, and complete ihe associ­
ated pa|vrwork. 

.Abel s.iid three other students 
were hired for the summer program 
to work under the maintenance 
supervisor. In the gymnasium, stu­
dents will find a fresh l(M)k to the 
basketball court. 

New IcachtTs 
.Abel said he speni most of his 

time this summer trying to hire 
teachers, although he did go back lo 
the classr(H)m for some update 
training, and some training on 
learning louse the IBMc(mipuler in 
the sch(H)l ottice. 

As sch(H)l clo.sed last year, he 
kness he Aould h,i\e o|vnings due 

to staff changes and the need to 
create two more third grade sec­
tions. Other vacancies also oc­
curred over the summer. 

Mrs. Bea Scott who taught 6th 
grade English retired; Dorothy 
Gerraghty, a special education 
teacher, retired for medical rea­
sons, and special ed teacher James 
Sneed left the district. Over the 
summef, Uiane .Schneider, fifth 
grade teacher, and Linda Newman, 
third grade teacher also resigned. 
Schneider moved to California and 
Newman returned lo Wyoming. 
Also, Mary Ann Thornton, who 
was leaching English as a Second 
Language (ESL) and reading left 
the sch(K)l to teach at Wharton 
Junior College. 

The two new third grade teach­
ers are Cerise BIyih and Mary Ai-
breight. The new fifih grade teach­
ers are [,ynda Grunwald and Gwen 
Knight. Kalhy Dreisher has been 
hired as the ESL and reading 
teacher, and Debra Cummings is 
the special education resource 
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teacher. 
Anoiher special education re­

source teacher and a 6th grade 
teacher were hired this week 

Traffic reminder 
Abe! also wants to remind par 

ents who will be bringing their stu­
dent to school, especially those new 
to the school this year, to take spe­
cial care while driving to the cam 
pus. Because of the split schedule 
implemented last year, where 
classes are dismissed at different 
times, traffic congestion has been 
alleviated somewhat. 

A passage way should be left on 
the street so buses can get through, 
Abel said. Also parking is prohib­
ited in front of the building where 
the curb is painted yellow. In the 
afternoon, buses load in thecafeto-
rium area, so that driveway should 
not be blocked either. 

Ray Sykowski is responsible 
for the sch(X)l safely patrol, which 
also helps traffic and students. 

Pidured are. back row from left, Jennifer Matthews, Lynn Brzozow-
ski and Kim Garrett: front row from left, Traci Klein, Suzanne 
Gorman and Danna Fudge 

Rice High School 
cheerleaders attend camp 

During the week of July 7-11 the 
Rice Varsity Cheerleaders allended 
NCA camp at the .Sam Houston 
State liniversity campus. Cheer­
leaders attending the camp were 
Kim Garreti. Suzanne Corman. 
Ir.ici Klein. Danna ludi^e. Jennifer 
M.iitlk'vss. .ind 1 \nn Hr/o/owski. 

I IK'\ aiieiuled classes trom S: 15 
a in 111 .> p.m. everyday and had an 
evaluation every night from 7 p.m. 
to >; p.ni, 1 he cheerleaders worked 
very hard this sear arid ii all pased 
()tt I lies received ihiee superii)r, 
K'lC.i.il?t)on,s, pne .e\u'llen|,. red 
ribbon and won the Spirit Suck 

three out of fi)ur days. 
The cheerleaders put on an excel 

lent show for their final competi­
tion. They received a superior rib 
bon and a Squad Achievement 
Award. They also brought honw .i 
well deserved Spirit Slick. 

Many new cheers and ch.inis 
were learned at camp and itie cheei 
kMders urge everyone to come I'ni 
and help supfiori Ihe Mighty Kail 
ers. riie cheeileaders are sellm 
lixitballbiKMeisloi liiebacknl ili 
program. Ihe i.ost is %f>. It >>>u .i: 
ititere>ted please i.on'.ii.t any KM'̂  
cheerleader 
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W e All Welcome You to the Rice 
School District and the Coirmiunities 
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